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BC STUDENT OUTCOMES

the 2013 highlights
In 2013, four province-wide surveys collected information from over 30,000 former students who le� 

diploma, associate degree, and certi�cate programs; baccalaureate programs; apprenticeship technical 

training; or the developmental studies of Adult Basic Education and English language training. �e 

surveys were conducted with funding from the Ministry of Advanced Education, the Industry Training 

Authority, Citizenship and Immigration Canada through the Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills 

Training, and from B.C.’s public post-secondary institutions. 

The BC Student Outcomes program showcases the relevance of the post-secondary education 

provided to British Columbia’s students. Many former students transition from their studies 

directly to employment, while others move on to further education. For example, the Adult Basic 

Education and English as a Second Language training courses provided through developmental 

programs prepare students for post-secondary education. Likewise, Arts and Sciences programs 

that o�er diplomas and associate degrees facilitate students’ 

transfer to higher-level study. Baccalaureate programs pre-

pare graduates for both further education and employment. 

People who graduate from applied diploma and certi�cate 

programs as well as apprenticeship programs typically 

transition directly into the labour force. 

�e data collected through BC Student Outcomes provide 

a unique link between post-secondary education and the 

labour market. �e surveys provide information on gradu-

ates’ employment outcomes, through labour force participa-

tion, employment, and unemployment rates, and through 

a wealth of information on employment characteristics 

and occupations. In addition, former students assess the 

relevance of their education to their employment and the 

usefulness of what they learned. 

Very
useful
(50%)

Somewhat
useful
(36%)

Not very
useful (8%)

Not at all
useful (5%)

OVERALL

Employed respondents were asked how useful 
the knowledge and skills they acquired in their 
studies were to them in performing their jobs. 
Overall, 86 percent of the graduates from applied 
diploma and certi�cate programs, baccalaureate 
graduates, and former apprentices said very or 
somewhat useful.

Usefulness of education






















